AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLANB

the struggle which have changed. The ancient
and mighty troublers of the earth "swam to
sovereign rule through seas of blood"; to-day
no blood need flow. New social techniques
are available for directing mass behaviour in
obedience to one man's will; new economic
techniques for the industrial regimentation of
the workers; ne;w financial techniques for the
ruthless taxation of rich and poor and for the
plunder of aliens and the enemy within the
gate. Plans can be prepared in secret and
applied overnight for the enslavement of a
whole nation and for the swift incarceration
of its leaders by the hundred or by the thousand
as required. All this we have seen happen in
Europe in 1939.

Two lessons are clear.   Democracies must
attain to new levels of technical efficiency for
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